Minutes

CGDI Development Network 

Meeting #3

Wednesday, January 23, 2002

13:30 – 17:30

Room 650, 615 Booth Street

Chair: Brian McLeod

I. 
Participants:

	Peter Schut, CanSIS

Ron Lake, Galdos

Michel Mellinger, 3i

Rick Morrison, CFS

Louise Cameron, CCRS

Daniel Pilon, CTI

Edric Keighan, CubeWerx

Douglas J. O’Brien, CCRS

George Lampropoulos, A.U.G Signals
Cameron Wilson, GeoConnections/Access

Dave McIlhagga, DM Solutions Group

Richard Mathews, MDA

Mark Zaremra, UQAH

Bill Anderson, GeoConnections

Fedele Stella, GeoAccess

Milo Roberson, FGDC

Doug Nebert, FGDC

Marc LeMaire, GeoConnections/Framework

Assafa Yewordwossen, DM Solutions
	Tom Kralidis, CCRS

Neil MacNaughton, NFD and Labradour

Mike Power, FirstMark Technologies

Fuqun Zhou, CCRS

Michael Adair, CCRS

Sylvain Latour, MSB

Danny Grondines, LBGI

Sylvain Lemieux, PCI Geomatics

Sydney Nestle, LIO

Paula Rojas, GeoConnections

Michel Panyszak, Holonics

Tim Evangelatos, GeoConnections Secretariat

Pierre Trépanier, Intelec Geomatics

Christine Therriault, GeoAccess

Jean-François Doyon, GeoAccess

Peter Steele, CubeWerx

Daniel Houle, CubeWerx

Glen Stowe, CubeWerx




II. 
Welcome, Introductions, and Agenda
 Review:

The Chair welcomed the 37 participants and asked them to introduce themselves. The Agenda was reviewed and approved without any changes.

III. Review of Previous Minutes: The Minutes were accepted without review.

IV.  Invited Presentation/Demonstrations:

1. NFIS Distributed Access Control System (DACS
):  Rick Morrison provided a short introduction to the National Forest Information System whose key aim is the delivery of seamless national forest resource information from distributed sources. He described how the network clients access content through services interfaces that hide the distributed sources implementation details. The secure sharing of information over the Web is being accomplished through DACS which allows a distributed jurisdictional control of access to arbitrary Web resources and provides for the delivery of content and jurisdictional control without a central authority. Further technical details of DACs are available in Rick’s slide presentation: “DAC Overview”.

Using GeoExplorer, a Java geographic application, Rick provided a brief demonstration of DACS. The data available to a client depends upon the group to which the client belongs. He concluded by noting that DACS could form the basis of a possible CGDI Development Network pilot project.

2. Style Layer Descriptor (SLD): Edric Keighan demonstrated how SLD extends the capability of the OGC WMS 1.0 to provide user-defined symbolization of feature data. This approach enables client and server base software applications to define or redefine symbolization over the web and dynamically overlay distributed maps using geographic features from distributed data stores. It therefore becomes possible to request a single integrated map over the web that would be dynamically created and composed of features originating from a large number of data sources and still obtain a coherent map even though map servers delivering portions of the map have been acquired from different vendors. Glen Stowe conducted a demonstration  of the SLD using NTDB data.

Edric expects the SLD discussion paper to be released in a few weeks and be followed by an OGC specification in six months, and he will investigate the possibility of adding the SLD capability to the CGDI Development Network.

3. WMS Implementation at the CTI: According to Daniel Pilon the key technology for implementing the NTDB on a Web-Mapping Server is the spatial data warehouse, CubeSTORTM on an Oracle platform. The full content of the 1/250K NTDB and one-half of the content of the 1/50K NTDB, are being made available. The Style Layer Descriptor (SLD) will be available in the future and although WFS support will be provided for aggregated layers, there are a number of related issues to resolve before it becomes available.  After describing future plans, Daniel provided a short demonstration. Refer to the presentation: “CTI NTDB”.

4. Geomatica WebServer: Sylvain Lemieux provided a presentation and demonstration of this tool that was developed for publishing geo-spatial data on the Internet. It is an WMS 1.0.0 OGC compliant server that opens a window on Geomatica and makes it easy to access and develop OGC compliant products and put data on the Internet. Sylvain provided a short demonstration
, and concluded with a note on PCI’s current work with the  OWS/MPP initiative of OGC, and of their plans for the future. Further details are provided in Sylvain’s presentation: “PCI GWS”.
5. Free Tools for Standards.-Based Geomatics Applications: According to Dave McIlhagga, DM Solutions uses “open source” products as much as possible. For example, MapServer, originally developed by the University of Minnesota, satisfies a real need for developing useful Web-Mapping applications and which is supplemented by a number of open source OGC compliant tools used in a number of GeoConnections related projects. This includes the Health Canada Surveillance System developed for use by health professionals across Canada and allows access to epidemiological statistics over the Internet which are then presented as dynamic maps and charts, and the National Forest Information System. Dave described the open source components used in these applications and discussed some of the open source tools currently under development. For more information refer to his slides “DM Solutions”

6. National Atlas/Gazetteer Service Integration: Tom Kralidis distributed a document which described the gazetteer/mapping scenario that he demonstrated. It uses an online Web Feature Service based Gazetteer application that has options to perform service chaining to visualization and discovery services. Tom described the various data sources from many agencies and levels of governments that could be accessed and the CGDI services and components utilized in the demonstration. The latter included the OGC WMS, WFS, and the GeoConnections Discovery Portal. Using disparate data and services, Tom demonstrated
 how the application seamlessly integrates toponymy and data access, visualization and discovery, to satisfy the goals of end users seeking the geographic extents of a toponymy.  For more information refer to the presentation “CGDI Gazetteer Scenario Slides”.
7. Web Map Style Editor: Following an overview of Galdos’ work with OGC and GML, Ron Lake described the use of the map style editor for providing different map styles and then summarized the key features of this tool as follows:
· Text labels attached to point features.

· Symbol properties are user-defined functions of feature properties.

· Style sheets are compiled for improved performance.

· Generates SVG output including images/vectors.

· Future support for Mobile SVG (cell phones, PDA devices)

· Uses an SVG viewer for client. Uses any GML 2. Compliant NFS.

· Plug-ins allow any SVG graphics tool to be a symbol editor

Ron noted the he hopes to see this work and the SLD specification converge.

Additional information is available in Ron’s presentation: “FreeStyler Overview”.
V.   Round Table Updates: Time was not available for a round table discussion.
VI. Summary and Conclusions: 

Brian McLeod thanked all of the speakers for the excellent presentations and demonstrations. He was pleased to see the growing availability of technology based upon the OGC standards and he felt that a critical mass of back-end services has been achieved.

In response to a query from Paula Rojas on the contribution and participation of CGDI stakeholders, Tom Kralidis reported that the list of contribution and components on the CGDI Development Network
 is growing with several recent additions. Brian added that it is now time to move more to the applications side but stressed the focus is still on pre-operations tools and services. He also acknowledged that little has been done with regard to looking at vendor product interoperability, an area of growing importance.

Doug Nebert noted that in the US the FGDC is looking towards a “grass roots network” to showcase and provide interoperability testing rather than to a formal conformance testing effort. This led to a discussion of major issues like schema development which are not solved by software and are real barriers to further progress.

Ron Lake announced  that a SVG Open / Carto.net Developers Conference on Interactive Vector-based Web-Graphics, Online GIS and Web-Mapping is being held in Zurich, July 15-17, 2002
 and the GML 2002 Conference will be held in Vancouver, July 22-26, 2002.
VII. Date of the Next Meeting: Time did not permit a discussion on when the next meeting should be held and it was left up to the Chair to call the next meeting.
(Timothy V. Evangelatos

February 10, 02)
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McLeod
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v. Free Tools for Standards-based Geomatics Applications
McIhagga 

vi. National Atlas/Gazetteer Service Integration
Kralidis 

vii. Web Map Style Editor
Lake

VII
Round Table Updates
All
VIII Summary and Conclusions
McLeod

IX
 Date of Next Meeting
McLeod







































































































































































































�Appendix  1


� http://DSS.NFIS.ORG/


� http://gws.pcigeomatics.com/


� http://cgdi-dev.geoconnections.org/prototypes/gazetteer/mockup.htm


� http://cgdi-dev.geoconnections.org/


� http://www.svgopen.org/
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